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Furniture
Accessories

Three Elms
Trading Estate,
Three Elms Road,
Hereford.
HR4 9PU

Fabrics & Upholstery— Carpets
Showroom

Blinds & Wallcovering— Flooring

Paint & Interiors

2 years interest free credit available on furniture subject to status, terms & conditions apply

P el Pick something out of the ordinary
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PERFEC

HEATH

INTERIORS

Established 1990

Fitted Furniture
for Kitchens,

Bedrooms
& Studies

VISITOUR - & i
SHOWROOM .

TEL: 01432 350976

www.heathinteriors.com
UNIT 1, IMPERIAL BUSINESS CENTRE,
MORTIMER ROAD, HEREFORD

WHY not make your home
light and bright by creating a
sunny Mediterranean-style
scheme?

You can take inspiration from
books, magazines and pic-
tures or, if you've been lucky
enough to visit the Med this
summer, you can include
some of the colours, textures
and styles that will remind
you of your holiday.

Here are some ideas for
areas and themes to focus on.
PAINT You can make a dramat-
ic transformation to your
home simply by changing the
colour of paint on your walls.

For a Mediterranean feel, be
bold and choose lavish
colours like bright blue, lime
green, orange, red and ochre
and set them off against
“*whitewash”. When you
choose your colours, think of
the aspects of the Med that
they might evoke, so oranges
and yellows for sunlight,
blues and greens for the sea.
LigHTING: As well as terracotta
and wicker, wrought iron is
widely used in the Med. You
can reflect this in your choice

the Med

of furniture, fixtures and fit-
tings, such as door handles
and table legs.

Indoor lighting is also a great
way to to reminisce about
evenings spent under the
stars; you might like to install
downlighters in the ceiling of
your living or dining room.
FLoOR TILES: Marble or terracot-
ta tiles are popular in the Med
because they help keep rooms
cool. In our climate, it might
not be practical to have them
throughout the house but
there's no reason why you
can’t incorporate this look into
relevant rooms.

Kitchens are ideal while mar-
ble or marble effect is great
for bathrooms. If carpet isn’t
compatible with your plans
for, say, your living room,
then laminate flooring is an
ideal alternative.

BLinDs: The blinds many peo-
ple most associate with the
region are Venetian or
Roman. Blinds are easy to
install and come in a wide
variety of designs and sizes. A
variety of wooden, metallic
and fabric are available.

GREAT VALVE AT SAYMOR

WHERE QUALITY IS AT THE RIGHT PRICE!
GREAT REDUCTIONS ACROSS OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE OF DIVANS, BEDSTEADS AND MATTRESSES!

MYERS 4’ 6" LOCHINVER

DRAWER DIVAN
WITH
NO TURN MATTRESS!

DOUBLE SPRUNG
|2 Year Warranty
NORMAL PRICE £695.00

OUR PRICE £365.00

SOFA’S SOFA’S SOFA’S...

Large selection all available at reduced prices

“SIENNA”
TOP QUALITY THREE PIECE SUITE
. CHOICE OF COLOURS

STA

M0 WAS ONLY £1,995
Now oNLy £1,495

DOUBLE SIZE MEMORY
PLUS POCKETED DIVAN
WITH FOUR DRAWERS AND
SUPERB QUALITY MEMORY
FOAM WITH CASHMERE
THREAD!
GREAT QUALITY, SUPERBLY
COMFORTBLE

NORMAL PRICE £899.95

oUR PRICE £695.00

EXTENSIVE RANGE LIFT, RISE
Lo OF FIRESIDE CHAIRS RECLINER CHAIRS
AVAILABLE " BY SHERBORNE
ALL REDUCED ...
“CHELSEA”

“DE LUXE ORTHO” CHAIR
IN ASSTD COLOURS

CHENILLE COVERS

IN ASSTD COLOURS

NORMAL PRICE £999.95
WAS £299.95

Now onLy £199.95

OUR PRICE £695

MATTRESSES - SOFA BEDS - BEDROOM FURNITURE - OCCASIONAL FURNITURE

SAYMOR FURNISHERS LTD

et
{gcs‘é'a‘l Cantilupe Road, Ross-on-Wye, Hfds HR9 7AN
o+ Tel: 01989 567022 www.saymorfurnishers.co.uk
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Flexible
learn to

the high life

THE last 15 years have seen a dra-
matic shift in how the British view
apartment living. Design partner to
David Wilson Homes, Laurence
Llewelyn-Bowen has his own
thoughts on the reasons for this
renaissance of the apartment.

“Some of the earliest examples of
apartments can be found as far back as
in Roman towns, where multi-storey
blocks were laid out over a grid-shaped
road scheme,” he says. “Since the
ground floor was the busiest and noisi-
est, the best accommodation was on
the ‘piano nobile’, the first floor, which
had access to better views and air.

“In the last 10 to 15 years, British soci-
ety has changed, as has government
attitude to housing, which requires
greater efficiency of land.

“For singletons and young couples
starting out on the property ladder,
apartment living in city centres can be a
real draw, with the no-hassle factor of
low maintenance accommodation,

Brits
love

close to both work and play,
with shops, theatres, bars
and restaurants often on the
doorstep or a short walk
away.”

For those looking to down-
size, such as those nearing
retirement age and wanting
to liquidise their assets, or
people experiencing a

change in financial circum-
stances, the apartment can
be a sophisticated bolthole
which heralds an easier life.

“Companies have been quick to pick
up on these trends and have focused on
designs which offer much-needed flexi-
bility of interior space, so that every
square inch is accountable.

“To make a space feel larger, mirrors
and glass doors are a clever addition to
the decorating scheme.

“Likewise, pale or neutral shades can
create an airy feeling but don’t be afraid
to use accent colours and patterns

A No hassle factor: apartments offer low maintenance
accommodation

(sparingly) to create interest and give
rooms their own personality.

“Where feasible, keep floor finishes as
consistent as possible.

“This will improve the flow from one
room to the other, but again the look
can be varied with a darker carpet in the
centre, or an interesting rug to create
interest.

“One of the latest trends is to bring the
outdoors in and many apartments
feature balconies which can be bright-
ened with pots brimming with blooms.”
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Our Promise

* Quality

* Good Value

% Personal Care
* Fast Service

www.ProjectlLeisure.com

A W MATTHEWS HEATING & PLUMBING ENGINEERS LTD

EFFICIENT ENERGY CENTRE

Tel: 01432 356633

Www.efficientenergk centre.co.uk

Unit 4 Harrow Park, Plough Lane, Hereford HR4 OEH

e Oil

e Gas

e Solar

e Biomass

e Ground Source

Come and visit us in our new showroom

* Fully qualified staff

« Friendly professional advice

» Many types of energy efficient products
supplied and installed

* Our expertise freely available to professionals, trade
and individuals

* Full heating and plumbing installations carried out

Please call to discuss your heating requirements

Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm
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HUGE SAVINGS ON
FAMOUS BRAND NAMES
including
@ Alstons @ Collins & Hayes
® Dunlopillo @ Duresta @ Ercol
® G Plan @ Halo @ Harrison Beds
@ Karel Mintjens @ La-z-boy @ Lefevre
® Mancini @ Morris @ Nathan @ Old Charm
@ Parker Knoll @ Rest Assured
@ Sherborne @ Slumberland @ Stressless
® Tempur @ Tetrad @ Titchmarsh & Goodwin
@ Vale @ Willis Gambier

There is only one

HAFREN FURNISHERS

FREE DELIVERY ENGLAND & WALES
Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm
Thursday until 8pm. Closed Sunday
Just off the A470 at Llanidloes,
Powys SY18 6ES
www.hafrenfurnishers.co.uk

01686 414000
FREE PARKING @ CAFETERIA

Peace and spa-mony

IS your bathroom a sanctuary which
you can enter at the end of a stressful
day and come out feeling trans-
formed and relaxed?

As people become more aware of the
detrimental effects of long-term stress
on bodies, more and more are looking
for ways to relax and unwind at the end
of a hectic day.

The long-term effects of stress can
include insomnia, and may cause sup-
pression of the immune system.

It is, therefore, important that people
find respite from the daily pressures
which cause stress.

Help is at hand. The Jacuzzi whirlpool
bath collection offers a choice of baths
that will turn a bathroom into a haven
of tranquillity.

Simply lie back in your own bath to
enjoy the benefits of hydrotherapy.

The perception that hydrotherapy is an
indulgent luxury has changed over the
years as the benefits have become
more w idely understood.

A Jacuzzi whirlpool bath will invigo-
rate in a morning and its revitalising
warmth is the perfect passport to a
restful night’s sleep.

It has also been shown that hydrother-
apy benefits people with specific iliness
and injury, especially those that induce
joint and muscle stiffness or tender-
ness.

Apart from the physical benefits of the
whirlpool bath, psychological changes
in the body seem to be triggered, ini-
tially by the lack of gravity in the water
and subsequent transference of heat
into the body.

This helps people to achieve total
relaxation.

A Jacuzzi whirlpool bath has jets
which massage with high volumes of
water mixed with air to reproduce, says
the company, the soothing, deeply pen-
etrating movements of a masseur’s fin-
gers with the warm, pulsating jets caus-
ing blood vessels in the skin and under-
lying tissue to dilate.

The increased blood flow, Jacuzzi
maintains, allows cells to take in more

oxygen and nutrition while removing
waste substances. With more than 30
different styles to choose from, Jacuzzi
whirlpool baths come with a wide
range of features and in different sizes.
The Jacuzzi bathroom collection
encompasses whirlpool baths, shower
brassware, furniture and accessories,
and is sold exclusively through special-
ist bathroom retailers.

For further details call 01782 717175 or
visit the website at www.jacuzzi.co.uk

Nothing but the best... from concept to completion

Kitchens

Cuisine schmidt kitchens
renowned for their precision,
flair and innovative features
also featuring neff appliances

Bathrooms

- Villeroy & Boch

- Vogue

- Merlyn

Bathrooms individually styled
and creatively designed fo suit
all budgets

Watch this space for details. Many new displays arriving soon...

So come & and visit us at...
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ESCAPING the demands and
stress of daily life isn’t easy
but the solution could be eas-
ier to find than you think.

The popularity of health spas
means the room that was tradi-
tionally used merely for a brisk
wash and brush-up is now
much more and the trend is to
recreate that sanctuary in your
own home.

Today’s bathrooms have
become the ultimate escape
room, where you can literally
let your cares float away.

Cheryl Gurner, a director of
Bathrooms International,
whose clients include a host of
celebrities, says: “A bathroom
which doubles as a practical
place for getting ready for the
day but in the evening as a
cosy retreat is an essential.”
Everything is possible in
today’s bathroom, which bene-
fits from the latest technology.
There are baths incorporating
muscle-easing hydro jets, light-
changing effects to aid relax-
ation as well as showers that
can mimic rainfall and water-
falls. If your bathroom is dated

or a chilly sterile room

that doesn’t invite lin-
gering, now could be
the time for a revamp.

PURE WHITE: White
sanitary ware is still the

erfection

top favourite. Look out
for ranges with classic
rounded but contem-
porary lines. Include a
double-ended bath and
a granite floor. Add
easy-to-install under-
floor heating for a
touch of luxury. Use

vibrantly coloured towels and
accessories for warmth and
impact.

TIP Install lighting to suit your

mood with either a dimmer
switch or low lights.
RETRO: Enjoy the Art Deco
revival and create a mono-
chrome scheme with a black
granite floor and lacquered
white units. Feature a bath with
mirrored panels and a match-
ing vanity unit. This look harks
back to the 1930s Hollywood
glamour and is particularly
good for a smaller bathroom
because glossy surfaces and
mirrors make there seem more
space and add light.

TIP Consider extra storage by
creating a false wall with doors
housing slim shelves or fit
shelves to one side of a free-
standing bath.
VINTAGE: Echo Victoriana with
a free-standing roll-top bath
with claw feet. This traditional
look can give even a small
bathroom instant atmosphere
and charm. A free-standing
bath is an advantage as you
can use the surrounding area
and perhaps include a comfy
chair to relax in. Use simple
white sanitaryware, and
chrome accessories.

TIP Go for bronze finishes on
brassware and add a bidet.
SPA SHOWER: A fashionable
wet room — a tiled room which
needs to waterproofed - is
ideal for those who prefer
showers, but can be expensive
and tricky to install.

Try installing a luxurious
shower cubicle instead, which
could cost around £3,000.

Specialists in Designer
Ceramic Tiles &
Exclusive Bathroom Suites

ThRATH &~—
&YOND

Catherine Street Hereford.HRI 2DU
www.thebathandbeyond.co.uk

01432 353053
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E& I WILLIAMS

Established 1952

Composite work tops
Back splashes
Window ledges
Table tops & inserts

Polished slabs for hearths, mantle pieces,
wood burner bases

Architectural reconstructed stone for
internal or external projects
Paving slabs and files for internall

or external patios and floors
e Balustrades ® Copings ® Pier caps ® Spheres etc

Doward Works, Symonds Yat, Ross-on-Wye
Tel: 01600 890474 Fax: 01600 890327

www.eiwilliams.co.uk email: sales@eiwilliams.co.uk

THANKS to the cookery programmes
that have found favour on the TV,
cooking has become one of the
nation’s most popular pastimes.

But you’ll need the perfect kitchen to
create those culinary masterpieces. Yet
you don’t have to spend lots of money
to keep up with the ‘Olivers’ — if your
budget does not stretch to a complete
overhaul, simply add a few fixtures for
a unique look or invest in some modern
units to quickly update your kitchen.

Improvements to the kitchen can be
simple or more extensive depending on
the amount you have to spend.

Many people don't realise that kitchen
renovations provide the best return on
investment of all home-improvement
projects so any modifications will not
only add to your enjoyment of your
home but increase its value as well!

Choosing the right colour can really
add to the atmosphere. Green is great
for the kitchen as it creates a peaceful
place to digest your food and enjoy the
company of your friends.

Mixing colours and materials and
experimenting with painting techniques
like sponging (dabbing colour onto
walls with a sponge to give a lived-in
look) can add new depth. Complement
your colour with accessories like deco-
rative towels, copper pots and pans
and fun place mats for the table.

Key focal points in any kitchen are the
cabinets. Older homes often have dark
wood cabinets that don’t always sit well
with today’s lighter, more contempo-
rary design schemes. You may not
have the budget for a new set but don’t
worry — just invest in a new set of doors
— an ivory shaker door coupled with a
modern wide bow handle in aluminium
will look fantastic in any kitchen.

If you want to be even more economi-
cal, simply sand down the existing cabi-
nets and restain them in a new shade.

Cooking up change

Another idea is to fit decorative legs in
place of a traditional plinth for a free-
standing look. Try reeded aluminium
finish legs for a contemporary finish.

Small but significant touches such as
adding or changing handles to cup-
board doors can also complement your
design scheme.

If your budget doesn’t stretch to reno-
vating the entire kitchen, try replacing
work surfaces and adding stylish acces-
sories. Top it off in style with a wood,
slate or marble finish that is extremely
durable and designed to stand up to the
demands of a busy family. To com-
plete the look add a solid beech chop-
ping block and a new ceramic sink.

Laminate flooring is great as it is easy
to clean and resistant against fading,
stains and scratches. Best of all LOC
laminate flooring is now available
which simply “locs” together, so no
adhesive is required.

This makes it quick and easy to install
and can be relaid up to six times.

Look out for FSC certified laminate
flooring, which means that the wood
has been approved by the Forest
Stewardship Council and has come
from well managed forests so your
floor is environmentally sound too!

Another good choice is tile effect floor-
ing in which the floor sections resemble
real tiles but don’t make your feet cold!

Stunning Furniture - Fabulous Prices

WORMELOW
HOME & GARDEN

All telephone enquiries: 01981 541144
Internet sales: www.wormelow.co.uk

And

The Park, Wormelow, Herefordshire, HR2 8EQ
(5 miles south of Hereford on the A466 Hereford - Monmouth road next to the old Park Hall building)

24 King Street, Hereford, HR4 9BX

Open 9.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Saturday
11am - 4pm Sunday (Wormelow only)

Indoor furniture Outdoor furniture Pots Interior accessories The Citrus Tree Café
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Worktop wizardry
heats up the kitchens

SLAVING over a hot stove
has never been more fun!

Nowadays our kitchens are
practical, high-tech havens
where we can cook up a storm.

The key ingredients are cool
gadgets, with homeowners
prepared to splash the cash on
worktop wizardry that saves
time or just looks great.

That means anything from a
coffee maker or blender, to a
state-of-the-art toaster or
fridge with internet access.
The only limit is the budget.

Anjum Ahmed, design direc-
tor for Magnet Kitchens, con-
firms the trend: “Kitchens are
already becoming more
‘bling’,” she says. “Customers
are spending more than ever
before on the most important
room of the house.”

That's confirmed by the
launch of a £100,000 saucepan
— the pot has solid gold han-
dles studded with 200 dia-
monds. But hey, why break the
bank?

Naomi Cleaver, style consul-
tant for Magnet Kitchens, says:
“People want to personalise
their kitchens, cater for their
particular cooking styles, and

also add colour by investing in
counter top gadgets.”

State-of-the-art coffee mach-
ines are a must-have to dis-
pense that early morning caf-
feine shot or for late night
entertaining.

Impress with a Diva coffee
machine, (3) £395 from Home
Temptations, in chrome and a
splash of either red, cream or
black.

Heat cups on the warm plate
on top of the machine, just like
in the Italian bars.

On a budget? Try John
Lewis’s Krups FMD395 Pro
Arxoma filter coffee maker,
£49.95. It makes up to 10 cups
and has a strength selector.

Juicers are an essential for
gym bunnies and a Breville
Juice Extractor, £89.99 from
Lakeland, makes short work of
fruit or veg. Another good
choice is John Lewis's Magi-
mix Le Duo Juice Extractor,
£119 (1).

Always wanted a Porsche?
Settle for the Siemens Porsche
2 toaster, £129.99, a brushed
aluminium futuristic gadget (4)
with all the bells and whistles
for fast-lane bread.

Paul Gibbs, kitchen buying

manager for B&Q says:
“People are environmentally
conscious and looking for
ways to make kitchens more
eco-friendly.

“There's a big demand for
water-efficient appliances and
accessories, such as our taps
featuring an Eco Click device
which restrains water flow,
avoiding water waste.”

Kettles use up huge amounts
of energy, yet most people boil
far more water than they need.
Tefal's Quick Cup kettle heats
water in three seconds and
claims to provide a 65% ener-
gy saving. It costs £69.99 from
Currys or major kitchen retail-
ers. Marks & Spencer’s Eco
Kettle, £29.50, claims to save
up to 30% of the energy used
by a conventional kettle.

If you've got the funds, install
instant boiling water at the
turn of a tap with the Quooker
tap (2).

The tap, which has a child-
proof push and turn mecha-
nism, can be fitted to existing
kitchen units and has a three-
litre water tank.

The energy cost for boiling
water 24hours a day is 3p a
day.

Tudors s e s

*FREE Hotpoint Integrated Dishwasher
with each kitchen order

*Applicable to orders exceeding £2500

Showroom: HARROW ROAD, OFF PLOUGH LANE,
HEREFORD Tel: 01432 279738
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A Vienna Nero, priced from £23| per sq ms. Stockist number: 020 7584 8837,

website: www.bisazza.com

Be floored by choice
of styles now available

GONE are the days when carpet
was the first choice for floors - now
there's a dazzling variety of cover-
ings, from classic wood and lami-
nates to ceramics, stone or practical
vinyl.

The style you choose should be the
start of your decorating scheme as a
good flooring will outlast several
changes of decor.

Ideally, flooring should make a state-
ment but not dominate your room.
Soft and hardwood flooring are popu-
lar options, and can range from sim-
ple stripped floorboards to solid
wood.

Carpet is soft and luxurious and
there’s a massive array of styles on
offer, while rugs provide spectacular
focal points.

The key to success in selecting your
floor covering is to choose the most
suitable material for your room.
Consider cost, maintenance, durabili-
ty, comfort and style.

STONE & TILES

Always particularly good for busy
areas such as hallways, kitchens and
bathrooms but feature in other areas
as the popularity of beautiful stones
like limestone grows. Look out for
slate.

Bisazza’'s tile ranges are the choice of
interior designers but, if they're out of
your budget, use them as inspiration.
Its dazzling monochrome Vienna Nero
starts at £231 per sq mt, and Embroid-
ery Red from £349.

Fired Earth’s selection is just as desir-
able. Conjure memories of holidays
with its Island Pebble flooring in
Moluku Sand, which is in four finish-
es. It costs £98.70 a sq mt while
Encaustic tiles come in aubergine,
olive, verdigris, and are £93.71 a
square mt.

WOoOoD

A good quality hardwood floor, well
made and well laid, will become an
integral part of a home.

Increasingly people are spending
more on a solid floor which they
regard as an investment, but lookalike
laminates are getting ever more
sophisticated.

Fired Earth’s solid wood flooring ticks
all the boxes on quality. Its selection is
extensive but a popular choice is the
Character Oak presealed flooring
(width 11cm). It costs £49.95 a sq mt.
VINYL, LINO & LAMINATE

Vinyl and lino, once the poor man'’s
flooring choice, is now anything but
since designers have seized on them

A Dylan runner £45, Dylan rug £60. Both
from Laura Ashley.

and given them brilliant makeovers.

They're softer under foot than stone,
particularly suitable if you have young
children, and visually it's difficult to
tell apart from the material it mimics,
such as stone or wood.

Amtico’s new range Fossil Stones

H continued on facing page.

Slip off your shoes and experience the best

contemporary and renaissance classics
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H continued from facing page.
adds to its Stone collection. Each of
the new stone designs depict an
image of fossil fragments, and are in
neutral shades such as Limestone
Malt, Jura vyellow
Limestone at £55 per sq mt.
Meanwhile, B&Q’s flooring comes in
a range of effects from stone to wood.

ECO FLOORS

Green chic is all the rage and using
natural materials for flooring that
don't harm the environment is easy if
you chose from Crucial Trading (01562
743747/www.crucial-trading.com),
which has flooring in wool, sisal, coir,
jute, seagrass, paper and bamboo.

Designer wool carpets and a com-
plete selection of flooring in natural

fibres and materials
are also on offer at
the Alternative Flo-
oring Company.
CARPETS/ RUGS
Carpet: decide what
type — wool, twist,
shag pile, linen, cot-
ton, nylon or tufted.
Always take a sam-
ple home, don't
skimp on underlay,
and invest in a stain
inhibiting treatment.
The Carpet
Foundation
(www.comebacktoca-
rpet.com) offers
expert advice on
choosing and buy-
ing.

Rugs are booming in popularity as
they’re the ideal top dressing for hard

flooring.

There are excellent selections to be
found at Laura Ashley and Marks &

Spencer.

and Fossil

Fired Earth’s
Encaustic tiles.
Stockists: 0845 366
0400.
www.firedearth.com
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WE used to play cards and
games, or gather round the
piano for a sing-song.

Many of us still enjoy these
pastimes but with today’s
technology, home entertain-
ment encompasses so much
more; from a simple CD sys-
tem in a child’s bedroom to a
full-blown dedicated home
cinema room, or sound and
vision all around the house at
the touch of a button.

Equipment has become
smaller, easier to hide, easier
to link to TV and computer
systems and far more conve-
nient, far more reliable, far
more capable.

Let’s start with a straightfor-
ward hi-fi system in the
lounge. Then link your TV to
this for better sound quality
for the programmes.

Next link the hi-fi system to
speakers in another room,
say the kitchen or dining
room.Maybe then add one
centre and two small rear
speakers to the hi-fi in the
lounge and you've got your
home cinema system, mak-

ing it possible to build a
good quality system over
time. For greater sophistica-
tion wire the house for sound
and vision in all rooms, con-
trolled by discreet wall pan-
els. Speakers in the ceiling
are all but hidden and give
great results. If you want to
watch TV in the bathroom, no
problem, there are water-
proof screens about.
Another suggestion is to
extend the hi-fi system out-
side to the patio with weath-
er-proof speakers.
Companies which provide
these include screens from
Loewe, speakers, notably
B&W, Monitor Audio and Kef,
and electronics by Denon,
Yamaha, QED, Arcam.

This is a specialised field
however, so do take advice
from experts.

OVER the past couple of years the
market for home-cinema systems
has almost doubled with one in
eight households now owning one.

The choices to enjoy a cinematic
experience are plentiful with a bur-
geoning number of boxes being man-
ufactured to satisfy our craving to eat
popcorn at home.

Now, combined with the wealth of
wizzy technology we can install,
they’re even helping to sell houses

Forget those old tricks like conjuring

the alluring smells of coffee or fresh
baked bread to lure buyers.

Now the size of a plasma screen TV
has more impact, and the bigger the
better.

Amanda Lamb, presenter of TV's A
Place In The Sun, says: “Potential
buyers are always impressed with
modern technology and in my experi-
ence it's been known to clinch a sale.

“lt doesn't matter that the TV or
sound system will no longer be there
when they move in, it's simply being

Jamo C 607 HCS home
cinema system in Dark
Apple.

Details: 01923 205605

info@bbg.eu.com
www.bbg-av.com

www.jamo.co.uk

able to see how good the house looks
with the latest gadgets and equip-
ment.”It's all about selling a lifestyle
and it particularly influences first-time
buyers. Also, people like to be able to
see that there's enough room for a
large flat screen TV.

A Comet survey revealed that one in
three buyers were influenced by plas-
ma screens, home cinema systems,
American-style fridge freezers, wine
coolers and remote control garage
doors.

available from

ENGLISH

A timeless design, exquisitely worked in high-end
materials, Lowe Xelos LCD TV sets are made
for first-class enjoyment.

Wall mount or table top, in 20", 26”, 32", 37” and 42”.

37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 01432 355081

HI-FI « HOME CINEMA . TV

audio

DVD - MULTI-ROOM

www.englishaudio.co.uk
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Light
years
ahead

LIGHTING is probably the most flexible
decorating medium you have within a
home.

You can change the mood of a room with
the flick of switch and, as the nights draw in,
perhaps now is the time to start thinking
about a few subtle changes.

Although we tend to have lights in our
rooms as a practical consideration, we some-
times forget that they can be used to
enhance furnishings or decor, or even
change the colour of a room.

Every room has different requirements. In
the kitchen, for example, the amount of light
is important, so fittings or lamps which pro-
vide a lot of light are essential.

But where light is used for decorative or
social purposes, the most important consid-
eration is the quality of the lighting.

You could consider anything from a false
ceiling with subtle lighting to pelmet lighting
to achieve an intimate and relaxed environ-
ment.

Over the dining table you will certainly want

a lot of light. A rise and fall fitting is easy to
fit and provides sophisticated lighting.

A dimmer control means that you don’t
have to contend with bright lights while you
are eating.

Fluorescent lighting with a shield is ideal for
working areas in the kitchen or angled spot
lamps in a cluster directed at various points
in the room look up-to-the-minute and are
practical too. A wide variety of lighting fit-
tings is available.

But in addition to conventional types, there
are downlighters, spotlights, fluorescent

tubes and much more besides. The lounge
opens up all sorts of possibilities. Aim for
pools of light around the living area with
spotlights, standard lamps or table lamps.

Remember bad lighting can be dangerous.

It is essential that two-way switches are fit-
ted at the bottom of stairs and try to ensure
that each bedroom has a bedside lamp.

You can, in fact, buy bedheads which incor-
porate lighting.

There should be a good amount of light in
hallways and, with halls, overhead lighting is
probably the safest, illuminating the whole of

the floor area. Bathroom lights should be as
bright as possible, bearing in mind that men
will want to see in the mirror to shave and
women will want to do their make-up.
Mirrors are available incorporating lighting
and a shave point and some types of wall
heaters incorporate lighting too.

There are special safety regulations for
bathrooms. You should not use bare bulbs
and always remember to have cord instead
of a switch inside or a switch outside
the bathroom. For ideas, see our feature on
page 93

New range of beds,
mattresses and
headboards

in store —

low Prices

3’ Slide Store Divan
Including Mattress

only £89.99

Visit store to see our full range of Bedroom,
Dining, Home Office and Occasional furniture.
All you need to make a house a home.

e

Sheppards Stores

UPPER HILL,NEAR LEOMINSTER HEREFORDSHIRE,

Tel: 01568 720262 www.sheppards.co.uk

Mexican Pine Cheval Mirror

only £34.99

Exciting range of Mexican Pine
Furniture with co-ordinating
Clocks and Mirrors

Opening times

Mon - Sat 8.30 - 5.00
Sun 10.30 - 4.30

Mexican Pine Lamp Table

only £34.99 each

(flat packed)

or £56.99 for 2

FROM HEREFORD TAKE
THE CANON PYON ROAD TO
THE BUSH INN, TURN RIGHT
AND FOLLOW THE ROAD
FROM LEOMINSTER GO PAST THE

POLICE STATION AND STAY ON THAT
ROAD FOR APPROXIMATELY 5 MILES.


http://www.herefordtimes.com
http://www.sheppards.co.uk
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ARCTIC SPAS
(HEREFORD) LTD

AUTHORISED DEALER

-HOT TUBS - GAZEBOS -
- SAUNAS - POOLS -
CHEMICALS & ACCESSORIES -
- SERVICE & REPAIRS-

VISIT US AT THE MALVERN

AUTUMN GARDEN & COUNTRY SHOW
Three Counties Showground 29th & 30th September 2007

Unit 2, Perseverance Rd, (behind Dunelm),
Hereford. HR4 9SN

Tel: 01432 273636

Ins and outs of design

STYLISH interior design can
extend outdoors to create
comfortable and relaxed living
spaces.

From yard art to atmospheric
lighting, bringing the indoors
outside has never been so easy.

Melloney Hunt, of Laura
Ashley’s design service, says:
“In creating a comfortable out-
door living space, consider it an
extension of your home.

“Take inspiration from the
plants and flowers around you
and choose co-ordinating
colours.”

When the sun is shining, ditch
the dining room and head out-
doors.

To provide the perfect base for
accommodating guests try
Wyevale's sophisticated Andrea
six-seater garden set, £1,699.84,
or for a casual beachside look,
opt for B&Q's funky Hawaii four-
seater dining set, £99.98.

For barbecues Look to Home
Temptations’ (0870 428
0958/www.hometemptations.co
m) cheap and cheerful Galzone
BBQ grill set, £15, or for serious
chefs, Lakeland’s Dancook fire-
place (01539 488 100/www.lake-
land.co.uk), £149.99, will act as a
gathering and focal point in your
garden.

Warm up your table for enter-
taining with colourful acces-
sories and if you don’t fancy
spoiling your best silverware,

there are plenty of stylish
and colourful plastic cut-
lery sets available.

Melloney advises: “For a
relaxed look choose natur-
al fabrics such as cottons,
and linens in a mix of flo-
ral patterns, with checks
and stripes.

“Add tie-on seat cushions
to chairs and dress a din-
ing table with co-ordinat-
ing table linen and china.”

It's the little touches that
make all the difference in
transforming a lacklustre
garden into a summer
retreat.

Lighting is all-important
for those occasions when
afternoon dining spills into
dusk celebrations.

For pretty floral decora-
tions try Laura Ashley's
pink floral and pink spot
paper lanterns, £10, or
Next’s colour changing
LED lotus tea lights, £12.

Don’t let the weather
dampen spirits if it gets a little
blustery outside.

Invest in a practical lamp like
Marks & Spencer’s glass pan
hurricane lamp, £15.

If things aren’t blooming in
your garden, make your floral
efforts elsewhere.

Brighten up your outdoor space
with Woolworths’ sunflower
string lights, £9.99, or B&Q's
pretty sunflower yard art, £14.98.

Melloney says an al fresco
delight is possible with a few
stylish steps.

“Consider adding a vase of
freshly cut flowers to a table and
hang tea lights in paper lanterns
or jam jars from surrounding
trees,” she says.

“Place storm lanterns among
the flower beds to give soft
ambient lighting when the sun
goes down.”

A.A. Outdoor Decking

by Andrew Alexander NDH Creating useable outdoor space

3 x RHS MEDAL WINNER MALVERN

Stunning curves with curved handrails or

simple platforms to extend your living space

and enhance your home and garden.

e-mail: a_deck@btopenworld.com

BALCONY SPECIALISTS

Specialising in bespoke decking and real stone

terraces to suit site situation.

Tel: 01568 616637 or 07870 566918

We cover a 30 mile radius of Hereford
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If you can't

take the

IF THERE'S one place where
the battle of the sexes truly
rages it's in the garden during
the barbecue season.

Women may be allowed to
slave over a hot stove indoors
but with a barbecue, men elbow
them out of the way to seize the
tongs.

Celebrity chef Antony Worrall
Thompson, co-author of a new
book, Barbecues & Grilling, is the
first to admit it.

“Barbies are very much a man
thing, something to do with our

heat

around the camp
fire, ripping chunks

of flesh from
recently roasted
carcasses - the

hunter gatherer,

enjoying the spoils

of the day,” he

smiles.

Luckily, Worrall

Thompson and fellow

author Jane Suthering have put
together the ultimate barbie
“bible”, with basic through to
adventurous recipes and loads of
tips. “There’s more to barbecu-

ng than just sticking meat on
co%ls — | want to help people
bring a little flair and imagi-
nation to burgers and steaks,
as well as experiment with
more adventurous recipes,”

Worrall Thompson says.

® Barbecues & Grilling, by

Antony Worrall Thompson and

Jane Suthering, is published by

IN ASSOCIATION \WITH nteriors
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*" Plg & Lamb Roasts &

Nigel Layton

Balance Farm

Titley, Kington
Herefordshire HR5 3RU
Tel: 01544 230378
Mobile: 07794 638961

Email: nigel@thelaytons.co.uk
B P A T A A A A A A A A A A S A A A A »E""‘C"E.‘i

s s I R e

HEGGIES OF HEREFORD

time spent in caves, sitting Kyle Cathie, priced £18.99.

Oriental pork and \
pineapple kebabs

Cover with plastic wrapping and
allow to marinate for three to four

Award Winning Butcher

From Farm to Table within 50 miles,
Supporting Local Farmers.

Home-made Pastries and Ready Meals.
Party Catering and Hog Roasts.

@09 pork fillet (tenderloin), cut into 24 chunks

1tbsp oyster sauce

1tbsp soy sauce

1tbsp rice wine vinegar

1/4tsp ground white pepper hours in the fridge. Remove at P ey o sy
least 30 minutes before cooking. i Mondsf'iug;gag sspfn -30pm & g

T Tgedy b

_OGLEBY BUTCHERS

High Class Family Butchers

1tbsp finely chopped red chilli Meanwhile, soak eight small

bamboo skewers in cold water
for 30 minutes. Thread alternate
chunks of pineapple and pork
onto the skewers.
Set the kebabs on the barbecue
grill over medium-hot coals and
chargrill for 10-12 minutes, turning
them from time to time until the

1tbsp grated ginger
1 shallot, finely chopped

24 chunks of fresh pineapple,
cut the same size as the pork

Combine the pork and the remain- pork is cooked through. “J CATERING & DEEP FREEZE MEAT SPECIALISTS ‘Est
ing ingredients, with the exception of Brush the pork with any remaining (- 79 St Owens Street, Hereford 1924
—— Tel: 01432 265248

marinade while it is cooking. Serve
immediately. y

(he pineapple.

Serves

BARBECUE PACKS

LARGE £1095 . . ... .. .OVER 40 ITEMS
SMALL £595 ........OVER 20 ITEMS

YOU WILL NOT GET BETTER VALUE IN TOWN
Contains Sausage, Homemade Burgers, Chicken, Lamb Chops & Belly Pork

TRADITIONALLY REARED
FREE RANGE
LAMB

Dorset sheep, on the
hills of Birchwood.
Meat matured for 6-10

ABERSKY

BEEF

Highland cattle, grass
reared & meat
matured for 21 days

d
SELF PICK ~_PIG ROAST AVAILABLE - INSIDE OR OUT RING FOR A QUOTE
Fruit with real taste FREE LOCAL DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £20
] PORK HAVING A PARTY? WE CAN SUPPLY, COOKED MEATS, PIES, CHEESES, COCKTAIL SAUSAGES,
COX, Lambourne & W\;(I)s: dfa'gfj'sw,ag;tm DRUMSTICKS, HOME-MADE QUICHES AND GATEAQU AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
matured for 10 days
Fortune Ap ples, PETER & MOIRA CHALK EMAIL

CALL: OR

é )

Upper Holme

FARM SHOP

Lyonshall, Herefordshire
HRS 3JU

Home grown fresh vegetables, home reared pork
& lamb, local Dexter beef, free range poultry,
dairy products, home-made cakes and preserves,
plants, composts and a craft section.

Conference &
William Pears,

Ready picked Plums &
Damsons in Farm Shop

01886 884870 chalk@gwi.net

AWARD WINNING BUTCHER

2004, 2006 Foodservice Sausage of the
Year Overall Winner

Open Daily
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
and Sunday 11am-5pm

Breinton Manor

‘The Country Butcher

Fruit Farm Recommended in Rick Stein’s
LS ST O . Food Heroes Guide Mon - Sat: 9.30am - 6.00pm
"OFF A438 BRECON ROAD. Sunday: 9.30am - 2.00pm

Fresh Meats, Poultry, Dry Cured Bacon &
Award Winning Sausages, Rare Breeds Butcher.
Top Quality at Realistic Prices.

Tel: 07816 639604

Tel: 01544 340294

GREEN ACRES ORGANIC *"E"%

or 01432 265271 \_

Suppliers to the Retail & Catering

Trade. FARM SHOP

¥ 01568 797045

Established for 25 years since 1982

@ Fruit and
veg

Delivieries to Restaurants, Pubs, etc.

01452 831023

www.countrybutcher.co.uk
Ross Road, Huntley, Gloucestershire.

® Meats
@ Ice Cream

® Preserves, wines
and ciders and more!

We deliver into Hereford Thursday afternoons and Leominster Friday mornings
Open Tuesday - Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Sunday and Monday by arrangement

‘Produce to be
proud of’
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B & Maormsou LTD

Church Street, Bromyard, Herefordshire HR7 4DP
Rayburn, Aga, Falcon, Mercury,
Britannia Range Cookers.

Harmony, Jotul, Esse, Hunter
Woodburning Stoves.

Heritage Bathrooms

Sales, Design, Installation

01885 482429

— www.bmjohnson.co.uk &
m SHERATON

Visi r comprehensive Showroom! ——
sit our comprehensive Showroo e

Opening Times Monday - Friday 9.15 - 5.15 Saturday 9.30 - 4.30

188089

Boiler Maintenance & Servicing
Boiler Installations & Replacements

HEREFORD
01432 379 255

Station Approach, Barrs Court, Hereford HR1 1BB

Got a yen for a

water feature?

NOWADAYS, a water fea-
ture is more or less consid-
ered to be an integral fea-
ture of any garden design,
whether it's simply for a
focal point, a pond for
wildlife or being used for
its ambient sounds of mov-
ing water for relaxation.
Surprisingly, water features
have been used in gardens
for longer than you may
think.

Way back in ancient Egypt,
around 3,000 BC, we see the
earliest records of gardens
and, yes, these gardens did
have water features,

cobble or millstone
fountains.

If you are consider-
ing a water feature,
you could opt for a
formal type, such as
a raised brick one.
The choice is end-

although most were used for
practical purposes.

Gardens were mainly enclosed
in a courtyard fashion and water
channels were formed to irrigate
the crops and plants.

Later in history, the Moorish
gardens of Spain incorporated
fountains into their courtyards
where people could cool off and
have some relief from the hot,
dry climate.

In Japanese gardens, running
water served a practical purpose
and water features were sited
near to teahouses, where the
water was used for purification
purposes before the ceremony
itself, as guests would wash

their hands before entering the
teahouse. Other practical water
features in Japanese gardens
include the “deer scarer'”,
where the bamboo-pivoted arm
collects water and then swings
down against a stone with a
loud clunk, thus scaring any
deer or other wildlife away from
the garden and crops.

These days, we truly are spoilt
for choice with the variety of
water features available,
although the main consideration
for any water feature is that of
the safety of small children.

If you do have children,it is rec-
ommended you get the type that
has a sealed reservoir, like the

less and you're
bound to find a type to suit your
garden, or even get someone to
design one for you.
Alternatively, instead of a simple
water feature, you may consider
having a pond.

If you are planning one of
these, do remember it's best to
locate it in an open site where
daylight can get to surface-living
aquatic plants. And avoid water
near trees as not only will falling
leaves clog up the water but tree
roots may damage the pond.

There are several types of pond
available, from concrete types to
pre-formed fibre types, tough-
ened plastic moulded ones, or
butyl rubber sheet types.

TRUSSED RAFTERS

www.taylorlanetrusses.co.uk

can help. Site surveys and free quotations available

For more information, please contact: Dave Pope T. (01432 360666)
Chapel Road. Rotherwas Industrial Estate. Hereford. HR2 6L.D

Design, Manufacture

& Supply by.....

From a new roof for your garage or one-off build to large scale building developments we

GOMPETITIVE PRICING
COMBINED WITH QUALITY

CRAFTSMANSHIP -~

Lord Kytcheners has been established in Hereford for over fifteen years
and provide a complete Kitchen design and installation service as well as

supplying self assembly suites.

Our wealth of experience enables us to undertake floor to wall filing,
installation of ceiling lights,building alterations and door and workiop
changes to the highest standards of craftsmanship.

We are happy to give advice on your particular needs and are able to
supply most makes of appliances to your specification.

For a competitive no obligation quotation call in

our showroom on Holmer Trading Estate,
North of Hereford City Centre.

OPEN MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS 9.30AM-5.00PM, SATURDAYS 10AM-4PM
UNITS 6 & 7, HOLMER TRADING ESTATE,

COLLEGE ROAD, HEREFORD

TELEPHONE 01432 263305/352004 FAX 01432 360300

EMAIL lordkytcheners@btconnect.com OR VISIT www.lordkytcheners.co.uk


mailto:lordkytcheners@btconnect.com
http://www.lordkytcheners.co.uk
http://www.bmjohnson.co.uk
http://www.taylorlanetrusses.co.uk
http://www.herefordtimes.com
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A lofty ambition indeed

IF YOU'RE planning to put your
home on the market and want
hordes of eager buyers knock-
ing on your door, your property
needs to be “fit for sale”.

That means it should sport the
most sought after features and
also be in tip-top condition.

lan Westerling, sales director at
Hamptons International says:
“Refreshing a home pre-sale is a
shrewd move for potential sell-
ers. Those who do are significant-
ly more likely to sell faster and
have a higher number of offers.”

There’s no need to splash the
cash, even giving walls and ceil-
ings a fresh coat of paint can revi-
talise a jaded home.

And don’t just think cream or
taupe as soft grey’s also popular,

Wye

Valley Reclamation

Herefordshires largest
reclamation yard

Flagstones
Sleepers

Bricks

Stone Troughs
Gazebos

Garden Features
And much more!

and a fashionable choice is a fea-
ture wall in a single colour to give
a room character. Westerling
says: “Do clear away clutter as

shires found that nearly 20% of A A loft conversion is one improvement
homeowners aged under 25 opt which can add real value to your home.
for the improvement.

buyers want to visualise a space
as their own and personal keep-
sakes and collections can be a
distraction. But don’t forget to set
the scene. For instance, present a
dining room as though it's ready
for a dinner party, and in the rest
of the house add colour with
accessories like cushions, throws
and fresh flowers.”

Turning a loft into a room can
add up to 15% on a home's value,
according to property experts.

I"'s a popular choice with young
homeowners who are most likely
to carry out a loft conversion
before putting their home on the
market.

A survey by Birmingham Mid-

Bernard Rhodes, B&Q's building
category manager, advises:
“Pitched roof constructions mean
lofts often have limited space and
it's very easy for the area to feel
cramped.

“Squeezing in two or three small
rooms can make a space feel top
heavy and out of proportion to
the rest of the house. Instead, opt
for converting it into a single
large bedroom.” His tip: Utilitise
areas behind the eaves as cup-
board space, and always insulate.

He points out The Energy
Savings Trust estimates that 26%
of heat is lost through the roof,
making uninsulated loft spaces
extremely cold in winter.

OPEN SUNDAYS

Monday - Friday 8-5
Saturday - Sunday 8-4

Lloyd George House, Fordshill Road, Rotherwas, Hereford. HR2 6NS

sales@wye-valley-reclamation.co.uk

01432 353 606

Hereford Mower Services
Forest & Garden Equipment Specialists

Hereford Main Dealer

Make your ideas.

N

for Husqvarna

I

Wardrobes,
Kitchens
& Fumiture

Your Needs

For More

Handmade To Fit
Your House And

Information And
A Free Quotation
Please Contact

Contact: Steve Moore

Bryant

01432 276966
07779 829734

01432 275 641
07714 640 142

Visit my online Portfolio at
www.avenuelandscapesltd.com

Wye Valley Skips
Tel: 01432 361 680 Fax: 01432 361 689

E-Mail: rhi@wyevalleyskips.co.uk

MIDI SKIPS - 14 CU YD CHAIN LIFT SKIPS
20 CU YD/40 CU YD ROLL-ON-ROLL-OFF BINS
COMMERCIAL - DOMESTIC - INDUSTRIAL WASTE

Beech Business Park, Tillington Road, Hereford HR4 9QJ
Tel. 01432 274775 Fax. 01432 352313

www.herefordmowerservices.co.uk
email: sales@herefordmowerservices.co.uk

Blackmountain Quarries supply all the natural materials you could possibly need to make your home picture perfect.
Building stone, Flagstones, Cobblestones, Floor Boards, Stone Floor and Wall Tiles (New) Roofing Tiles - we have it covered.
Large display area showing our beautiful natural stone, now including Herefordshire Red stone produced from our local quarry.

Special Autumn offers - Visit or contact us now for full details and prices!

LICENSED WASTE TRANSFER STATION
® TIPPING FACILITIES
@® TRADE CUSTOMERS

@® LICENSED DISPOSAL OF ASBESTOS

REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER NO: BUS721853
WASTE MANAGEMENT LICENCE NO: 30391

Tel, O 1 9 8 1 24 1 54 1 Howton Court, Pontrilas, Herefordshire HR2 0BG

Email: info@blackmountainquarries.com Or visit: www.blackmountainquarries.com


http://www.herefordtimes.com
mailto:rhi@wyevalleyskips.co.uk
mailto:info@blackmountainquarries.com
http://www.blackmountainquarries.com
http://www.avenuelandscapesltd.com
http://www.herefordmowerservices.co.uk
mailto:sales@herefordmowerservices.co.uk
mailto:sales@wye-valley-reclamation.co.uk
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INSTALLATION SERVICE
AVAILABLE
SUPPLY ONLY CASH
& CARRY
Five day turn around,
Manufactured on our premises

DIRECT CONTACT
WITH THE OWNERS
NOT SALES MEN

FREEPHONE

0800 1701177

PERFECT HOIVIES -

| | curtain
blinds awnings shutters furniture B fabrics § poles

SaSha | BaaR 7 free

lining with all §
made to measure
Blinds - add style and colour to your home curtains

Choose from vertical, roller, wooden, pleated and venetian.
m Have your own fabric made into a roman or roller blind. All made to measure.

Awnings - shade when you want it
Transform your patio and garden into an all year round outdoor entertainment area.

Shutters - give a mediterranean feel to your home
Transform your rooms with elegant internal shutters that give you shading
and privacy. Fitted by skilled craftsmen.

Fabrics - pure design inspiration
Exclusive collection of curtain and upholstery fabrics, full making up service.

Furniture — bespoke and hand crafted
Stylish choice of chairs, settees and foot stools upholstered in your own choice of fabric.

Curtain Poles - complement your fabric
Let us help you choose from our wide range of sculptured finials and handcrafted poles.

Wallpaper and Paint — give your home a new look
Choose from eye catching patterns, ornate papers with metallic details, flocks or jewels,
colour coordinate with matching paints.


http://www.herefordtimes.com
http://www.sashastyle.co.uk
mailto:sales@sashastyle.co.uk
http://www.windowwarehousegroup.com
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